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Dr. Manmohan Singh

The former Prime Minister of the Republic of In-
dia, Dr. Manmohan Singh, has left us at the age of 92. A
visionary leader and an architect of modern India-Bharat,
his passing marks the end of an extraordinary life dedi-
cated to the nation's progress and well-being.

A politician, economist, academic, and bureaucrat, Dr.
Singh served as the 13th Prime Minister of India from
2004 to 2014, becoming the fourth longest-serving Prime
Minister. As the first Sikh to hold this esteemed office, he
exemplified the ideals of humility, integrity, and service. A
man of few words, yet with profound influence, Dr. Singh’s
quiet determination and towering intellect made him a
statesman respected both at home and abroad.

The Silent Architect of India’s Economic Transfor-
mation

Dr. Singh is best remembered for revolutionising
India’s economic landscape. As Finance Minister in 1991,
at a time when India faced a severe economic crisis, he
spearheaded a series of bold reforms that liberalised the
economy, shifted it from a socialist framework to a mar-
ket-driven model, and integrated India into the global
economy. These reforms laid the foundation for decades
of economic growth, transforming India into one of the

fastest-growing ®nomies in the world.

His tenure as Prime Minister further solidified his eco-
nomic vision. He championed inclusive growth, blending
market liberalisation with robust social policies to address
inequality and uplift the underprivileged. Initiatives like the
National Rural Health Mission, the Right to Education
Act, and the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) showcased his com-
mitment to social welfare, creating millions of jobs and
improving the quality of life for India’s most vulnerable
citizens.

Dr. Singh’s economic policies were marked by a shift
towards balancing fiscal prudence with social justice. He
prioritised investments in infrastructure, education, and
healthcare, while also fostering innovation and entrepreneur-
ship. Under his leadership, India emerged as a global I'T hub,
expanded its middle class, and attracted unprecedented lev-
els of foreign investment.

A Statesman of Global Repute

Dr. Singh’s contributions extended beyond India’s bor-
ders. His steady leadership during global economic crises
earned him the respect of world leaders like Barack Obama

and Angela Merkel, who often sought his counsel. As Prime
Minister, he played a pivotal role in strengthening India’s
relationships with major powers, securing the Indo-US Civil
Nuclear Agreement, and enhancing India’s stature on the
global stage.

While his achievements in foreign policy were signifi-
cant, his vision for India remained firmly rooted in its socio-
economic fabric. He often emphasised that economic growth
was meaningless unless it uplifted the poorest sections of
society. Tributes to a Visionary Leader

"Undoubtedly, history shall judge you kindly,” said
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge, echoing Dr. Singh’s
own words during his final press conference as Prime Min-
ister: “I honestly believe that history will be kinder to me
than the contemporary media, or for that matter, the Op-
position parties in Parliament.” Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor reflected, “Just ten years later, he is already being
proven right.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid his respects, ac-
knowledging Dr. Singh’s pivotal role in shaping modern
India’s economy. “He saved the country from an economic
crisis by providing a road towards a new economy. As a
Prime Minister, his contribution towards the development

A Jewel in the Crown of India-Bharat

and progress of the country will always be remembered,”
Modi said. He further remarked, “Dr. Singh'’s life was a
reflection of his honesty and simplicity.”

A Legacy of Humility, Service, and Progress

Dr. Manmohan Singh’s life was a testament to humil-
ity, intellect, and unwavering dedication to public service.
A visionary statesman and reformer with a humane touch,
he stood the test of time with dignity and grace, free from
ego or arrogance, dedicating his life to the service of the
people. Through his leadership, India underwent a profound
transformation, achieving economic stability, social
upliftment, and global recognition. His legacy as the silent
architect of India’s modern economy and a champion of
inclusive growth will inspire generations to come.

India-Bharat bids farewell to
this extraordinary leader, a true jewel
in its crown, who embodied the
spirit of compassion, resilience, and
progress. We pay our heartfelt trib-
ute to Dr. Manmohan Singh, a

statesman whose vision and values

will forever guide the nation.

Buddhdev Pandya MBE,UK
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