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conflict that began inthis
2014, peace in Europe and
primarily involving next could jeopardisehighlighted
pro-the continent's entire“complex and
Russian forces on onesecurity structure.Putinstanding
hand, and Ukraine ondeclaredthat
the other. The conflictcould not feel
initially centred on the develop and exist"intervention involving administration.
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Ukrainian War is aninternational international law and Russians,
armed community feel thatthe United Nations and Chinese. In recenturrent situation as welldenounced Westeln
has as the reasons that led tactions—she calleg
muchit. We expect India to the United States “the
the closure trade and otheisupport Russia” viewsculprit
long- relationship
security Russia
Russiaconcerns and repeatedntagonising
military American's new Biden

also developed

currently economic
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years India

The UN Security the
around Council for term of two Council is scheduled toprivileged
troops advanced intoUkraine increased withyears. Prime Ministervote a draft resolutionpartnership b®ween thesuch a Nepal and i
capital reports that Russia hafNarendra Modi
Kyiv from several been deploying morevirtue of his position operation in Ukraine as
is athan 100,000 troopswould be in the hot seatwell as the escalatingtone of debate andModi's administration
devastating attack onand heavy weaponsat this crucial period.
Ukraine by air, land, close to its border, the
and sea was launchedJnited

Ukraine. January 2022, as theéholds the chairof thedevelopment crisis.
In February weeks of heightenedUnited Nations Security
2022, the Russiantensions

situation in the easternresponses
Torn b2ween the European country.ButSecurity Council are avaluable
Nations™ foreign policy of India the history indicatesmatter of those mostpartner of India. It i
European Security Council held and the obligation as athat the ‘big players’, powerful
to Chair of this United particular the USA pulls eventually make largerheavily into India 4

Security a huge influence wherecontribution
that has thelndian could not afford United Nation

Addressing commitment under theto ups® Americans.

Russia has claimedambassadors, the UNUN
that his goal was topolitical affairs chief p r i
people reiterated
subjected to bullying Secr2ary-General smaintenance
and genocide and aimappeal that “there caninternational peace andylobal body takes up asupport

the be no alternative tosecurity. The Securitycrucial resolution on theRussians.
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diplomacy
dialogue”.
Secraary-General
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Russian invasion of Ukraine places India's P
Modi in a land of conflict, an uncharted territory!

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi by virtue of his position would be in the hot seat of the UN Security Council at this crucial period. Th
expects him to take side with them while China, a permanent member has hardenedits strong anti-Western position, denouncing the Wgst
calling the United States “the culprit of current tensions surrounding Ukraine”. For India, it would be a tough decision to avoid taking sideg!

Writes Buddhdev Pandya MBE 25th February 2022.
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