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; priceless diamond in Indma ;

A TRIBUTE TO SARDAR PATEL

D ecember 15 marks the death anniversary of the great “unifier of the nation” also known as the ‘lron man’ of India. There is
no doubt that the people of India will remain forever indebted to him for his leadership during the freedom struggle and his
vision, wisdom, and statesmanship in the post-Independence era. Mahatma Gandbhi called him ‘Sardar’- Leader.

The most befitting tribute that the generation after the 75th year of independence that could pay is by celebrating his
contribution to the core values of the foundation of India’s democratic culture. It means
safeguarding the pillars of the that sustains the ownership of the constitution to the
people of India and shapes it character of embracing diversity in equality and ensuring
provisions that provide social care, justice to all, with full sensitivity towards the
weakest in land. Where everyone has equal stake in building their future.
There is a serious political mischief in air to undermine the spirit of the
comradeship, in particular with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, that existed in the political
party he was committed to all his public life. The entire engagement of Saradar was
founded on the secular ideology that is now in danger with attempts to erase from the
very unifying constitution for which he and his colleagues of the generation stood for.
The political unification was important then as it is much needed to bind the people
as a one nation with its social, cultural and religious diversities. Thus, preserving the
‘secular’ character and commitment of our constitution becomes paramount in our
tribute to Sardar Patel. Many may say, if sardar was alive and given the leadership, India
could have been much better. How true, if that was the case, Sardar would have resisted
any dilution of the ‘secular’ ideology and certainly worked hard to tackle the evils of
divisive forces propagating the ideology of Hindutava-vadi politics with their covert
attempt to alter and subvert the foundations of the constitution.
Following the murder of Mahatma Gandhi by a Hindu fanatic terrorist Sardar had

colle?ion of many precious j;

Hon Sri Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
The First Deputy Prime Minister
And Home Minister of India

31 October 1875 - 15 December 1950

clearly indicated that the activities of these kind of bodies constituted a clear threat to
the existence of Government and the State. Adding, ‘Our reports show that those

activities, despite the ban, have not died down’. Indeed, we are witnessing now that it

has intensified raising its ugly head full of their divisive communal hate in these modern times, when as a nation we should have
been trying to wipe every tear from every eye.

He had a granular understanding of the various stakeholders in governance and administration and their relevance, roles, and
responsibilities. And, subscribed to the principal foundation of ‘socialism’, - not the communist mindset, to protect the interest of

the farming communities and stood by those vulnerable and the needy. He was at centre powerhouse that wanted the constitution
to empower the successive governments to own up the duties and responsibilities to provide affordable access to education,
healthcare and other essential day to day needs such as food and employment. As a Deputy Prime Minister and the Home
Secretary Sardar could not have diverted from the ‘socialist’ ideology’s platforms shared by the Cabinet decisions. This approach
for more than sex decades have prevented India being exploited by ruthless national and international corporates and restraining
a culture of monopoly that would have suffocated India’s democracy and frustrated the empowerment of the ordinary people.
Today, we are seeing the adoption of unadulterated shift towards Laissez-faire economic model in favour of the large corporates,
sale of public services and assets at a virtual throw away prices. Sardar as a prominent leader of the Cabinet would have opposed

A tribute to one of the greatest sons of
India by Buddhdev Pandya MBE
15 Dec, 2021

United Kingdom

this new economy model.

A generation like myself that was born when India we made a tryst with destiny, Sardar is seen as leader, above the petty
communal identities, a priceless diamond in India’s collection of many precious jewels who moulded the freedom struggle and a
legacy that delivered a free and independent democratic nation for us all to reserve. B
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