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INDIA’S JOURNALIST COMMUNITY

The country has still a good bulk of professionally skilled journalist who are not only
politically savvy columnist but love Indian democracy. But, their kind of breed is
either subdued in fear or becoming a ‘rare endangered species’ in the Indian politics.

Buddhdev Pandya MBE

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

JUNE 29, 2018

a story value. For the life-less bodies such as

historical monuments, even we have to write
stories to fit in with the ‘emotional euphoria’ that
could be paddled as a flavour of the month. This
distorts the history in making and heritage
misrepresented to help those politically inclined to
rewrite their ‘saga’ for influencing generations.

We, the journalists and writers now a day
seemed to have succumbed to a habit of shallow
observations and allowed being dictated for what
to say and not to write. The gift of skill and the
freedom we enjoy are being devalued by the
capitulation with the others.

Our clan failing the generation that depends
upon the writers, journalists and columnists to hold
a mirror before our society to show the real images
of the beauty and ugliness of our politics, social and
welfare features. We forget the principals of ‘the
literature and art being the reflection of the society’
instead we paint a falsehood. Unreal and most
artificial face to make our society and the
generation that lives in it as a ‘clown’ that is created
to please everyone momentarily.

A decent society is built on the norms of the
values for fairness and justice guided by the laws of
the land made by a democratically elected bunch
representing the people of the land. It is here we
enjoy the freedom to learn, understand and
express ourselves at our will. Its independence is an
unparallel given gift to the journalists, writers and
artists, if deprived would help destroy the only
source for airing ‘people’s interest’ for seeking
redress and engage in improving the society around
them. We should seek political morality.

In the developed democracy the stability and
progress of the nation is defined by the effective

I n journalism, everything that moves has to have

The Indian journalist and the political columnists have almost lost
the appetite for political reality. Their political interests seemed to
end at the door steps of the ‘piper who pays’ for the tune, rather
then the bigger picture that faces the country. Yes, it sounds a bit
harsh and could be labelled by some as ‘anti-national’ but the
pattern has emerged to confirm, worst at time! However, the
country has still a good bulk of professionally skilled journalist who
are not only politically savvy columnist who love India and its
democracy. But, their kind of breed is either subdued in fear or
becoming a ‘rare endangered species’ in the Indian politics.

functions of the parliament. Not just having both
Houses meetings but the accountability process is
seen to be in full swing; regardless of the ruling party
having a good majority. We hardly see political debate
of select committees or on its findings, only selected
leaks shrouded in remarks carefully crafted
soundbites sounding like ‘favourable comments’ by
the reporters. This approach in India is equated with
democracy and blame others for it not working!

The fact is that we are failing the ‘growth’ of our
young democracy by frustrating debate on major
issues affecting economy, budget, employment along
with effective monitoring of service delivery or
accountability on expenditure. Media has a moral
duty of facilitate debate to allow exposure of all
aspects of issues to form or not to form consensus.
We have become partisan and subjective towards
wind to give those who shout the ‘loudest’; a voice
rather than to providing forums for debate.

Our criminal justice, banking and public service is
virtually in a verge of chaos while public sector is
taken over by the private sector benefits with most of
the efficiency is reduced to a hidden culture of
corruption. We spend more time to debate Gandhi’s
Emergency or Nehru’s background or Padmavati! Our
focus is on a young politician whose party still has to
win the next general election and not evaluating the
promises of good governance made or economic
performances of the present administration.

We have lost the acute sense of seeing, hearing
and understanding what is known as ‘the public
interest’ for playing ‘devils advocate’ amongst the
crooked politicians, unscrupulous businesses and
many of the social evils that lay in hidden in the
society as spiritual leaders. But, we love India. I

buddhdev.pandya@gmail.com
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