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The farmers protest at Red Fort
and hoisting of ‘Nisan Saheb’
WASIT A POLITICAL CONSPIRACY?

THOUGHT OF THE DAY
Buddhdev Pandya 29 January 2021

the people of India wolke up to a noisy chattering, all
focused on the event of the Red Fort, Delhi,

The media supporting the ruling political party,
known as "Godi-media’ found against their favourable since
the protest started few weeks ago, A group succeeded in
diverting from an agreed rout for the protest march, ended
in the Red Ford and few manged to climb to hoist, a religious
flag below the India’s traditional tricolour flag,

Entering into an area that would have been under
high security given the fact that it was a Republic Day. and
the farmin protest was actively surrounding the Capital by
a rally involving thousands of tractors.

The media was seen ducking and diving the very
guestion as to why such a sensitive monument of importance
was left with minimum security forces by the Home Affairs
department? In any protest marches, it is not too difficult to
epact that there would be a many fringe groups and unsocial
elements, determined to break the agreed march plan and
defined areas for protest.

Enowing that there would be tractors involved, the
police should have been backed by appropriate security
barriers and surveillance apparatus, With ease these
protesters were able to entre the ground and parameter of
the Red Ford and climb on to the flag mast is major cause for
CONEEFN.

Such neglect goes bevond any strategic failure of the
Delhi police but filled with potentizl for accusation that
there was some scope for collusion by authorities to allow
the infringement to destahilise the moral of the protesting
farmers. The government has filed to resolve the dispute
with the farmers demanding the repeal of the three farming
Jaws passed without consultation during the September
Parliamentary session in 2019. The farmers also wanted
Lhe government to include a special legal provision in law

fpmvlde pratection for the M5P (minimum support price),
ateguarding their income in line with the recommendations
|n the Swaminathan Commission Report,

The Modi government is in a bind since the next
parliamentary session is due to start soon and a new budget
is expected to be present. The farmers would be looking for
what would the Finance minister Hon Nirmala Sitaram would
be planning in the space of M5P provisions. The government
has offered a possibility of delaying implementation of the
three laws, known as bad laws by the farmers, for the next
18months.

Even that is done, many of the government ministers
have categorically stated that the notion of repeal of the laws
is not an option. The farmers lobby gaining international
endorsements from NR] and organisations, the govermment
needed ‘something’ that could demean the farmers leading
the protest.

The episode of hoisting the ‘Nishan Sahib, (A
triangular Sikh flag in the Sikh tradition means the "holy
flag” or "exalted ensign” - a symbol representing the values
of the Sikh faith), on the Red Ford was seen as a very clever
and cunning move to spark a huge controversy against the
protesters. The government ministers have been accusing
the protesters dominated by the Punjabi Sikh and influenced
by Khalistanies, a group which subscribed for separate
Country.

In political terms, it relates to a ‘red rag in front of
a bull’ for the pro Modi media waiting to pounce on the
protesters. Equally the fallout of public opinion against the
violent invention of the red Ford by an unruly mob was

q day after the celebration of India's Republic Day 2021

well calculated o provide enough impetus to demoralise
the farmers protesting all around the capital in the freezing
winter cold.

The rumours were circulated that the protesting
farmers were successful in bringing down the Tri Colour
flag of India and replaced it with the "Khalistanies flag’ Both
were totally untrue, but genius photography was also used
to show otherwise,

Fortunately, the social media is also a blessing in
disguise. While the Godi Medi tried to stick to the narrative
af hlamin? the protesting farmers leadership, many videos
went viral revealing identifving one Deep Sidhu, a young
actor turn political activist climbing the flagpole at the red
Fort and installing the Nisan Saheb. Later Sidhu was also
exposed as a leading member of the campaign team of the
BJP candidate, Sunny Doel, a film actor, some of the famous
film actress and B]P MP, Hema Malini, Photographs of this
Sidhu with the PM Modi and Home Minister Mr Amit Shah
also circulated in the social media.

According to a report in the India Today, Bhartiva
Kisan Union leader Gurnam Singh Chaduni told,” Deep Sidhu
who led them to the Red Fort. Farmers never wanted to go to
Red Fort. Reported in the Tribune said, Deep Sidhu took the
main stage at the Singhu border protest site and announced
that the farmers’ march would be held "inside Delhi Their
report also indicate that Deep Sidhu made attempts to take
a leadership role in the ongoing agitation despite active
resistance from farmer leaders. In a Facebook post, Dee
Sidhu has defended the planting of a "Nishan Sahib” or Sikﬁ
religious flag at the iconic monument. He claimed, "We only
hoisted the Nishan Sahib at the Red Fort while exercising our
democratic right to protest, India Mag not removed.”

During the CAA protest a young man was seen with
pistol where the police were seen leisurely standing by. He
was named Kapil Gujjar, who fired a gun at the demonstration
against the citizenship law in Delhi's Shaheen Bagh last year
As he was being taken away, Gujjar was seen chanting * [ai
Shri Ram and said, "Humare desh me aur kisi ki nahi chalegi,
sirf Hindu ki chalegi {only Hindus shall have a say in our
country, no one else).” He had joined the B]P but was expelled
from the BJF soon after joining the party.

Now the Doel clan Eam&' begun the exercise of
distancing from Mr Sidhu, unmountable the BJP will also
indulge in the same process as & ‘damage limitation’ exercise.
Ironically, illogical and laughable suggestion is from Sri
Prakash javadekar. Minister of Information and Broadcasting
in the Modi government who blamed the former leader of
the Congress Party Sri Rahul Gandhi for inciting the farmers.

Imiagine, if ever this Sidhu was seen with either Rahul
Gandhi or any of the Congress leaders or even with any Aaam
Admi party leader, the hell would have broken lose in the
media,

The government supporters have been attempting to
point at the protesters for its overall dominant by the Sikhs
of the State of Punjab. The attempt to mark the protest as
driven by the Khalistanies Separatists, most active during
805, but largely wiped out, as leverage to weaken the protest
resolved,

This seemed to have been backfired as farmers from
the neighbouring states such as Haryana and other partis
of Indian began to support the protest However, the event
at the Red Ford provided almost exact perception what the
government supporters were hoping for! Without realising
that it would virtually wipe out entire media time in favour
of the Prime Minister Modi's popularity!

The questions are what torces and who were behind
the mastermind of plan for breaching the agreed route for
the tractors protest and hoisting of the Nishan Sahib? Why
were the police not adequately prepared to provide security
at the Red Fort? Some political observers with experience
in incidences in Gujarat, Jamia Millia Islamia university and
CAA protest are hesitant to deny that there were no political
matives in provoking such incidents. O

Buddhdev Pandya
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