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NEW
Vice President
KAMALA HARRIS

Senator Kamala Harris becomes
the first black women of to be
the Vice President of the most
powerful democratic nation on
20% January 2021

Senator Harris was born in
California on October 20, 1964.
Her mother, Dr Shyamala Gopalan,
a biologist with interest in the
work in the progesterone receptor
gene stimulated advances in breast
cancer research had arrived in the
United States from Tamil Nadu in
India in 1958. Her father, Donald
J. Harris a Stanford University
professor emeritus of economics,
who arrived in the United States
from British Jamaica in 1961 and
received PhD in economicsin 1966.
She had lived in West Berkeley, an
area often called the “flatlands”
with a significant black popul

She says she has been
strongly influenced by her
maternal grandfather P. V. Gopalan,
aretired Indian civil servant whose
progressive views on democracy
and women’s rights impressed
her. Harris has remained in touch
with her Indian aunts and uncles
throughout her adult life. Harris
has also visited her father’s family
in Jamaica.

She is member of the
Democratic Party and served
as a United States senator from
California from 2017 to 2021,
and as the attorney general of
California from 2011 to 2017.
Kamala Harris was educated at the
Howard University and holds BA
degree.

A LETTER TO KAMALA HARRIS

THE VicE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FroM A BRrIiTISH INDIAN

Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA)
Vice President

United States of America
Washington, D.C.

United States

20™ January 2021

Dear Kamala ji,

May I congratulate you for becoming the
first black sister as the Vice President of
the one of the most powerful nation. Your
presence in the administration is beacon
of a new down of an era of an inclusive
democracy. It is a proud moment for
you and your family and indeed for the
political party that you represent in the
United States of America. Those of us
who believe in values of democracy it is
a momentous occasion.

[ am also appreciative of the
leadership that the President Joe Biden
have displayed by his commitment to
implementing a much needed ‘culture
change’; indeed a symbolic gesture
befitting to the political morality of our
generation. Your combined leaderships
have reinforced the strength for one
of the foundations of democracy by
ending with a firm message of good
governance to the judiciary, which also
includes the Offices of the Attorney
General. President Biden has so
eloquently expressed the terms of for
modus operand for his administration
based upon upholding “the honour,
the integrity, the independence” of the
public institutions. And, the loyalty to
the law and the people of the nation.

My admiration for the new President
is reflected in his courage in confronting
the evils of racial hate and setting
standards in the public discourse to
follow with regards to ‘every life matters’
in your country. His vision places an
immortal value on every soul of your
nation, confirming a faith in humanity
once again. Your administration has
shown a brilliant light on the concept
of embracing diversity that should be
a guiding principle for every ruler of
any nation, because it bonds the people
together.

The notable shift is in the economic
strategy, though a domestic matter,
most significant for the well being of
millions of families who struggle for
basic survival on daily basis. Mahatma
Gandhi once said, “poverty is the
worst form of violence”. The modern
ideology of a wealth creation madness,
without any thoughts of an inclusive
growth, is meaningless and a disgrace
for any society. The people who toil
in our streets of the rural and urban

pastures are the real strength of the
nation. I must congratulate yourself
and the President for the efforts of
bringing this into a focus of the needs
of the masses into the economy of your
country.

[ was born in India and have made
the United Kingdom my home for
almost a half of the century, yet India
remains in my sentiments and provides
a fountain of spiritual guidance. I am
hopeful that your administration will
have huge affinity with the people
of India and political synergies in a
common goal that were spoken by the
First Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru on the eve of the Independence
of India. “The ambition of the greatest
man of our generation has been to wipe
every tear from every eye. That may
be beyond us, but so long as there are
tears and suffering, so long our work
will not be over”.

In 2019, one of your colleagues,
the US House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer so aptly invoked this message
by saying, “India, like America, is proud
of its ancient traditions to secure a
future according to Gandhi’s teaching
and Nehru’s vision of India as a secular
democracy where respect for pluralism
and human rights safeguard every
individual,”

May I conclude by saying that you are
most fortunate to have been blessed by
the All Mighty to serve this great nation
and democracy. I pray in my heart that
you will have the blessings of millions
on your side for your endeavours for the
cherished goals that you and President
Biden have set out to achieve.

Best wishes and a Happy and safer New
Year.

Buddhdev Pandya MBE
buddhdev.pandya@gmail.com
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